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Greetings, FBC-LEO Members and Friends,

There are many exciting activities on the horizon for
FBC-LEO.

The 2023 FBC-LEO Essay Contest is officially open.
Essay contest information has been mailed to schools
across Florida in an FBC-LEO member municipality.
The details are located in the newsletter below. I
encourage you to personally take contest information
to your superintendent or guidance counselors.

Additionally, the Annual Reception will be held on
November 30 at the Embassy Suites Lake Buena Vista
South in Kissimmeeg, FL, in conjunction with the FLC Legislative Conference. The event is
open to members and non-members, so invite your policy committee peers to join. The
registration fee is $25.00, and light hors d‘oeuvres and libations will be served.




If you are attending a policy meeting at the conference or live in the area, please click
here to register.

Let me conclude by saying I am overcome with admiration at the resiliency of Florida’s
communities. A fortitude was brought about by the work of Florida’s elected officials and
municipal staff, who have rallied to be a resource for one another at this time.

As I have watched the communities impacted by Hurricane Ian throughout Florida move
full steam ahead toward recovery, this quote from Maya Angelou has echoed in my heart
and mind.

"I can be changed by what happens to me. But I refuse to be reduced by it.”

Whether you're facing hurricane recovery, a contentious election or a seemingly
insurmountable hurdle in your personal life, I encourage you to remain optimistic and
persist until your goal is met. Resiliency allows us to face life’s adversities head-on and
return stronger.

So, rather than letting the difficulties steal your resolve, find the strength to adapt and
persevere. Your municipalities will be stronger for it. You will be stronger for it.

Wishing you all the best,

Morris West

President Morris West
Commissioner, City of Haines City

Affordable Housing and Homelessness
Essay Contest for 11th and 12th Graders
Prize: $1000 Scholarship

#FBCLEOCONTEST23
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Essay Contest

For more information visit https://fbcleo.org/essay-contest/

The Florida Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials is sponsoring a
statewide essay contest on the connection between affordable housing and
homelessness.

This contest assists 11th- and 12th-grade students in FBC-LEO member
municipalities pursuing post-high school education. We encourage students
to learn and write about affordable housing and its connection to
homelessness.

Entries must be emailed by January 13, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. ET. Essays will
be judged by a committee comprised of members from the Florida Black
Caucus of Local Elected Officials Board of Directors.

The winner will receive a $1,000.00 scholarship for the Florida college or
technical career institution of their choice. The selected essay will be published
in the association's newsletter, and the winner will be recognized at the FBC-
LEO Spring Conference on March 2-3, 2023.

FBC-LEO members are asked to encourage 11th- and 12th-graders in their
city to participate in the essay contest. The contest will also be promoted on
our social media platforms.

Please promote this contest by doing the following:




o Share the application with your school superintendent and high school
principals. Encourage them to share the contest information with their
schools and school counselors.

« Share the application with local 11th- and 12th-grader teachers and
encourage them to share it with their students.

Click the "Download Application” button below to view
the full essay prompt and contest rules.

Download Application

Directory Now Available!

The FBC-LEO is proud to offer this NEW member
benefit. Being placed in your organization's online
membership directory is a valuable membership
benefit allowing members to connect and network
easily.

Click the directory icon or click here to view the
2022-2023 Virtual FBC-LEO Directory.

Space is limited! Register today!



https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ShRf3YEza9aEqd0BFZ0TZtQa9jNtQk3lmit6qQrLQ8oJCVInInkECc5fEdsOUExtfZPR3YP2nlFc8A2tI-OYT8alfxu6SU9TQk8W1zgszNVYBG4SFcuUGc9BW37wqTox_KF6xNqRJjl_jnCD0wP6CNjhARSB2t1y0b-cA-XSAhWZW90tJd-1Bd7oL1l3i4FnmmsQv9Nssw5TEUaODcCLqZ5r1Jn2Zn3u8bxZ07H-AxfH2b1Yj_D9pw%3D%3D%26c%3DwB7Ay_UV39WMg5ADDa7jgE7x0yoY0qmr0JSuKsN4xKPqdsAFED4-sA%3D%3D%26ch%3D7aFnNUPbMTNSZ1OLCEpgqxtDvbE6h3HePMNF0gr8TEiP4jHyhXdsGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7CNGriffin%40flcities.com%7Ce05b6636d9304c2970dd08dabe73c262%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638031701663823117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EWoO%2FK9ggyttWboCC9u2Xe0oCsdsJwJPMMCpLkbQE%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ShRf3YEza9aEqd0BFZ0TZtQa9jNtQk3lmit6qQrLQ8oJCVInInkECc5fEdsOUExtgR8SaVt1bxvdQS-84J8kNd_vu-GB2e7Im_VwqMzHU5ro18JRPsqgqLRrHu78PyibgRH9ph2MZcIAz99OWiWyxDTt4ZrObxPEAC9hxDQ0e1vf8L4bsCPrh9b_MIEsw1Ujgf9m5KmjiRX-RSOo2SnNgIrRl8-23r7zq63TFojs_RUJjTU_jDCu4bpL16wKD-AnrdwPL0jYDm9tPF7n4mZH4oHLcB0JEHo3XjDTY0QySmNg3qNNH_ooRA%3D%3D%26c%3DwB7Ay_UV39WMg5ADDa7jgE7x0yoY0qmr0JSuKsN4xKPqdsAFED4-sA%3D%3D%26ch%3D7aFnNUPbMTNSZ1OLCEpgqxtDvbE6h3HePMNF0gr8TEiP4jHyhXdsGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7CNGriffin%40flcities.com%7Ce05b6636d9304c2970dd08dabe73c262%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638031701663823117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aFI4D4BTHt8KUhOs%2Fjvr4JeyHPq05%2BipYPe%2Bb%2FU7DoY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ShRf3YEza9aEqd0BFZ0TZtQa9jNtQk3lmit6qQrLQ8oJCVInInkECQumBYb230efxW6DhB01-uWDHIO3DAWixdUUxcyqZhLzOKu1pOhwFWKHcLB8Fat560XGsowF_ihi-zK3qiUr8rd-RlAaNG_rxwTamzSAgvRNdDm2IsG_YNNgokfNln9fhfbLUDIHy3R6SQ4Drz6W_KXCq2iB3X0Ajt7M8RDS9VggMaI6rxCdXLsyzhw6rmmrpcG_Lv_vSLoFD_XlQQbAfN5m8d0h_lu-b4c_uMxIAKcdTgQjNkCCvLWifeVXy5crpA%3D%3D%26c%3DwB7Ay_UV39WMg5ADDa7jgE7x0yoY0qmr0JSuKsN4xKPqdsAFED4-sA%3D%3D%26ch%3D7aFnNUPbMTNSZ1OLCEpgqxtDvbE6h3HePMNF0gr8TEiP4jHyhXdsGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7CNGriffin%40flcities.com%7Ce05b6636d9304c2970dd08dabe73c262%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638031701663823117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yR32wfl1TEfEMqk%2BpeSLFb6fo2sJ%2FpIDQyhSmeZB2xM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ShRf3YEza9aEqd0BFZ0TZtQa9jNtQk3lmit6qQrLQ8oJCVInInkECc5fEdsOUExtgR8SaVt1bxvdQS-84J8kNd_vu-GB2e7Im_VwqMzHU5ro18JRPsqgqLRrHu78PyibgRH9ph2MZcIAz99OWiWyxDTt4ZrObxPEAC9hxDQ0e1vf8L4bsCPrh9b_MIEsw1Ujgf9m5KmjiRX-RSOo2SnNgIrRl8-23r7zq63TFojs_RUJjTU_jDCu4bpL16wKD-AnrdwPL0jYDm9tPF7n4mZH4oHLcB0JEHo3XjDTY0QySmNg3qNNH_ooRA%3D%3D%26c%3DwB7Ay_UV39WMg5ADDa7jgE7x0yoY0qmr0JSuKsN4xKPqdsAFED4-sA%3D%3D%26ch%3D7aFnNUPbMTNSZ1OLCEpgqxtDvbE6h3HePMNF0gr8TEiP4jHyhXdsGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7CNGriffin%40flcities.com%7Ce05b6636d9304c2970dd08dabe73c262%7C2d642e08dfa4427d864657d423c7c43e%7C0%7C0%7C638031701663823117%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aFI4D4BTHt8KUhOs%2Fjvr4JeyHPq05%2BipYPe%2Bb%2FU7DoY%3D&reserved=0

Annual

FBC-LEO
RECEPTION

Wednesday, November 30, 2022
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. ET

Embassy Suites by Hilton
Orlando Lake Buena Vista South FBC-LEO

The Annual FBC-LEO Reception will be held in conjunction with the FLC Legislative
Conference in November. If you plan to participate in FLC activities, a separate
registration is necessary.

Gather with FBC-LEO members and guests to enjoy drinks and hor d'oeuvres.
The Annual FBC-LEO Reception registration fee is $25.00 for members and guests.
The deadline to register for the reception is Friday, November 25.

Please click the "Register Here" button below to register.

Register Here
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MEMBERS STRONG
AND GROWING

Warmest welcome! We are delighted to have you as a member of the FBC-LEO
organization and look forward to getting to know you.

+ Sheldon Jones, Commissioner, Palmetto

FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT o
ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITY

The application window is now open!

Dear Broadband Stakeholders,
The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) has opened the application
window for the Broadband Opportunity Program, a $400 million grant program created to




expand broadband Internet service in unserved areas of the state. On September 28,
2022, DEQ's Office of Broadband submitted its notice of proposed rulemaking to the
Florida Administrative Register and commenced the 30-day online posting of application
and scoring materials required in Section 288.9962, F.S., on
www.FloridaJobs.org/Broadband.

The last day to submit a grant application will be at 5:00 PM Eastern Time (ET)
on December 2, 2022.

The Broadband Opportunity Program funds the installation and deployment of broadband
Internet infrastructure in unserved Florida communities, providing valuable telehealth,
economic, educational, and workforce development opportunities to offer a brighter future
for all Floridians. Eligible applicants for the program Broadband Opportunity Program
include corporations, limited liability companies, general partnerships, and limited
partnerships that are organized under the laws of this state or otherwise authorized to
transact business in this state, political subdivisions, and Indian Tribes.

Click here for more information.

Monday, November 14, 2022 = _—

10:00 a.m. ET ) L ‘

GoToWebinar . I t I e S
Join your Florida colleagues for ' ’;ﬁTRo N G

November's webinar, which will highlight
best practices for mutual aid and interlocal
agreements.

Whether it is hurricane season or not, these tools can be valuable, and our guest panelists
will share their Hurricane Ian experiences: William Whitson, city manager of Flagler Beach
and Ed Lavallee, city manager of Venice. The second segment showcases the third winner
from the League's 2022 Municipal Achievement Awards - Village of Miami Shores and their
Spirit award-winning program.

Register Here
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Be sure all of the upcoming FBC-LEO events are on your calendar.

Annual Membership Reception

General Membership Meeting

2023 FBC-LEO
Spring Conference

Annual Breakfast Meeting

Wednesday, November 30, 2022
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. ET

Embassy Suites Orlando

(In conjunction with FLC Legislative
Conference)

Register Here

Tuesday, January 10, 2023
6:00 p.m. ET via Zoom

March 2-3, 2023
Embassy Suites Orlando

Friday, August 11, 2023

7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. ET

Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek

(In conjunction with FLC Annual
Conference, August 10-12, 2023)
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Follow Us on

SOCIAL MEDIA

:/‘u ¥ fin

o>

Click on the icons below to follow us on Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube
and Twitter!
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